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.Wmston Briggs—whén he combines the qual:
ities of a-humanitarian and & business genius

.in ‘the création and development of & great inter-
. -nat:onai znstxiutwn of almost worldwide fame—he
"jbecomes a. ﬁgure of ‘tremendous pubhc interest,
: .and even. curms:ty L

What kmd of man was he? What quaht:es moti-
j_'\rated h;s vzsxor_g of a Welcome Wagon whlch would

hen a man - reaches the stature: of a Thomas,_

} 'Wagon became tﬁ'e meditm through which he ex.
. pressed. his love of people and his desire to help
‘build 2 better .world —

through which he opened
the doors of opportunity to many thousands of fine
women to'share in the rewards of serving the needs

of famx!y, of ‘community, of government, and.of
business.

In planning this issue in honor of Mr. Briggs, it is

“our purpose to lengthen and preserve our memo-

‘ties of this great man who became a legend in his
lifetime and who made so important a contribution
to the, c1v1hzatson of the world—yesterday, today,
and. tomorrow, :

M. Briggs was: the oldest of eleven children born

to Thomas’ Ieﬂerson Bnggs and Ehzabeth Kauerz

-Bnggs. o g

Thomas Jeﬁerson Bnggs was born in DeWitt
Arkansas, where his pafents established a-cotton

.‘plantatwn, -and built a school which was-attended

¢ by thirty pupils. Winle he wis still very young, the
famxly moved.to Marshali County, Mississippi. He
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was graduated from the University of Mississippi
and then taught school. Later ke became a:cat-
tle buyer, traveling in the Sotithwest and North-
east for seven years before he married Elizabeth
Kauerz, a native of Memphis who was of German
descent. ' '

Thomas Winston Brzggs grew up on a farm-in an
area which is now well within the city limits of
Memphis.’ From his earliest days he exhibited the
tremendous energy, the love of people, and the
original thmklng that were to mark his career.

" His father was-a dairy and cotton.farmer and em-
ployed many firmhands who. lived on the place.
- All of the: Bnggs boys milked cows,’ and sometimes
their sister did too. In, timg, mechanical. mlEkmg
“devices took the ‘place of hand milking. A blg‘
garden produced a bountiful harvest of vegetables.>
At one tinie, also, the farm had a very large dum-
ber of hogs - :

“As his Arst introduction 10 B eéti'ng' the pi:%)]ic,
young Thomas W. Bnggs delivered milk in a one-.
horse wagon. He also.sold watermélons which’ were’
raised on the farm, and later, i’ his early leens,
with his mother’s help manufactured }us own sau:

- sage and sold ft.

While all the. family worked at many tasks, and
there was much to do, they enjoyed the plenty of
a successful American farm in the wonderful era-
of the turn of the cenliry-

Al of the Briggs children went to school in a little
red schoothouse called Terry’s—a one-room school
that went through six. grades. After Terry’s, Mr.
Briggs attended the old Market Stréet School in
Memphis, With his brothers and sister he walked
ne;rIy a mile from their home to what is now the
comer of Vollentiné and University Streets in
Memphis to catch a street car to school. In the
winter Mr. Briggs stayed with his grandmother,
Mrs, Kauerz, who lived on North Main Street in
Memphis. A woman of strong character, she ex-
erted a considerable influence on him.

Mr. Briggs' sister, Mrs. Wright Dreibelbis (Eliza-
beth), in telling about their “lovely life on the
farm,” and of the good times they had together,
commented on the prodigious amount of reading
done by Mr. Briggs and the great fund of informa-
tion which he packed into his facile énd retentive
mind. Particularly interested in history; he knew

the life histories of nearly all the Presidents. “We

' all looked up to hir,” she said, pointing out that, in

many ways, he seemed like a father to the others—
although he didn’t like for any of them to make
such a reference '

Thomas Winston Briggs at the age
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‘Perhaps from his mother’s love of fun, Mr. Briggs
developed an early interest in the stage, and even
had a brief career in it, Like most young men just
starting out in life, he sought adventure and-at
the time going on the stage seemed to offer a great
deal of adventure. "~ - -

It was back in the early days of the century when

vaudeville and the Orpheum Circuit were in their
heyday that he began his brief adventure in the
performing arts. Mr. Briggs’ partner in the adven-
ture, Trammel T. Skinner of Memphis, now a re-
"tired business executive,. recalls the events with
;)Eeasure and the hearty laughs that go with the
memories and misadventures of youth. “Oh but we

had a lot of fun,” Mr Skinper chuck}eé in recall- -

ing the evenls in 2 ‘recent. conversation.. Their- act.’

. was billed as Bnggs and Skinner. The maih scene

consisted of a hypiiotic performanCe inwhich a girl -

was apparently hypnotized; placed in & coffin, and-

-

then raised up from the’ cofﬁn and suspended on -
nothirig in, inidair ‘over the stage Mr. Briggs and -
Mr. Skinner- purchased the act from its previous .

~owner and after a two-wegk | pragtice ‘period. in:

Memplns, sét off for a'sertes of bookmgs that took .

them to Oklahoma City and other points in the:
,Sou;hwest Mr. Skinner refates that the act had a* -
_successful four.and a half months’tour} winding = -

up in Jackson, Missi‘ssipgi By that time, Mr. Briggs

. and Mr. Skinner, both' of whom were destined to

be outstanding busmess executives, had demded

they had enough of the stage and sold:the aet “back "

to the original owner

Mr. Skmners reco]iec&mns of Mr. Briggs are en-
livened with various incidents that took place be-

" tween the two friends over a period of many years:
He recalled playing baseball with Mr. Briggs and
others during their youth when the Briggs brothers
almost made up a complete team by themselves.
Mr. Briggs was first baseman. “Tom had a won-
derful personahty, Mr. Skinner said, “I never Ehd
meet anybody who didn’t like him right-away.”
After a brief span as the owner of a Memphis
tailor shop, Mr. Briggs was soon to put that unkim-
ited capacity for winning friends into other more
worthwhile enterprises. Through his aunt, Mys.

~Annie Briggs Johnson, he met Miss Mable Eliza-
beth Jones of New Orleans, who came to Memphis
with her father, J. 0. Jones, who was in the busi-
ness of promoting special sections for newspapers
and state historical books. Mr. Briggs was attracted
to the young lady and on April 8, 1909 they were
married in Limestone County, Texas.

Mr. Briggs went inio business with Mr. Jones,
forming the Jones. Briggs Company, which in 1919

became the Thomas W. Briggs Co., specialists in
industrial advertising pages for newspapers and
special editions. More than 30 years after this mar-
riage, Mrs. Briggs died.

In 1948 Mr. Briggs married Mrs. Kathleen Soden

Morris,

The Thomas W. Briggs Company was a highly
successful firm. An early printed folder cites 100
leading American daily newspapers which used the
Thomas W. Briggs service. The service consisted
of special pages run by the newspapers. On these
pages special articles and pictures were published
about news of business firms. Newspapers liked
the special pages because they increased income

- on days of light advertzsmg volume and advertisers -
_-liked- them because the format with editorial pre-
sentation was often more productive than regular
" -advertising.
_' —Duririg the years he was building this business,
- Mr. Briggs brought other creative ideas to fruition. -

Among them was ihe publication of two books,
“The Mid-South and Its Builders,” which he pub-

~ lished in 1920 in conjunction with the late C. P. J.
- Mooney, famous editor of the Memphis Commer-

cial Appeal;and “Distinguished Folks,” which fea-
tured cartoons by the late J. P, Alley of leaders i in

Mid-South business and civic affairs. Everything -

about these books, editorial contem accuracy, art
work, and printing was of the highest quality, and

‘they are widely seen and used in libraries today.

In 1928 Welcome Wagon was founded. It is said
that while on a business trip, Mr. Briggs heard
some friends remarking that an acquaintance who

- had been transferred to another city would have to
"+ start his social and civic life all over again. Sens-

ing the growing mobility of American people, Mr.
Briggs could see at once that here was a problem
that should be dealt with in a warm and human way.
He launched Welcome Wagon as a sideline to his
regular business and friends recall that few, if any,
of those who first heard shout the project gave it
any chance of success. Yet, Mr. Briggs, because
he had the vision of what Welcome Wagen would
contribute to society and to the happiness of hu-
man beings, knew from the first that it would suc-
ceed. From Memphis, Welcome Wagon quickly
expanded to Nashville, then to other cities in the
Midwest and Canada, and it was not long before
Mr. Briggs took the organization to New York.

In the inception of Welcome Wagon, Mr. Briggs
envisioned the natural role of women as hostesses.
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However, in the early days of development, he
started out by employing menx to sell the sponsors.
Perhaps the only thing he did not anticipate at that
time,” was the astonishing success women would
have as supervisors and executives. It was Mors.

_ Rosanne Beringer, the first hostess in Pittsburgh,

who opened the way for women to' pioneér in' this

phase of Welcome Wagon progress, She offered to
take over for a salesmari who was ill and sign up
her m;vri'sponsors:fHer success was instantaneous,
and thus ended the day of men in Welcome Wagon
sales, and .began the career of the organization’s
new president, who worked-at Mr. Briggs’ side for

‘many years, - . . . SR
" In subsequent years; as Welcome Wagon main-

tained its rapid-growth, Mr. Briggs often said; “I

~am con;imzailygf&rpriseé- by the ability of women;”
.In the building.of Welcomé Wagon, Thomas W. .

i

Briggs was challenged to the fullest extent of his

raéourcgful mind, heart, and will. Had it not been
for his tremendous love of ‘people, his iron deter- -

mination, his complete ‘seffcdi'scipiine,:'hig high
standards of morals, and his ability to bring out

“the best in alf those around him—hgd it net been -
“for these personal characteristics, theré could Fave -

"“been no‘Wel'r::ome'Wa'gor': ag’ e Im‘cvy‘it today.

Although he was fond of ‘referting to” Welcome

. Wagon as “our littde business,” he never thought.

of it as small. His vision for it strefched around the
world and he never ceased looking for people who
had the ability and interest to help him realize his

.dream. He' was just as positive of its success in

other countries as he was of its success in the
United States and Canada back in the early ddys

of Welcome Wagon development. In 1949, along
with Mrs. Briggs, he personally ‘visited and re- .

searched thirteen countries of Furope in the inter-
ests of Welcome Wagon, and just last year Mr.
and Mrs, Briggs spent four months visiting South
America, the South Sea Islands, New Zealand, and
Australia reviewing the opportunities for Welcome
Wagon expansion. Wherever they went they were
gratified by the numbers of people who were fa-
miliar with Welcome Wagon—gratified, too, with

- the favorable conditions they found for organizing

Welcome Wagon in a number of the countries they
visited.

Of course, Mr. Briggs had many other qualities
which distinguished him as a leader. He had show-
manship and style and the talent of not only hold-
ing the attention of his audience when he spoke,
but of being convincing. He was eminently prac-
tical and his common-sense approach shows in the
standards he used to select hostesses for Welcome
Wagon. He did not require that they have exten-
sive business experience. Rather he looked for a
record of activity and leadership in church and
civic affairs. Thus, women of the highest type have

- been brought into and left their mark on Welcome

Wagon.
In maintaining a smoothly operating organization,
Mr. Briggs was a perfectionist. His door was al-

. ways open to anyéne who had a problem and his
- first concern was to make sure that the hostesses

and supervisors in the field were being taken care
of. From the very beginning he took the attitude
that they are the most important people in Wel-

- come Wagon, He earned a reputation for being

fair and won thé confidence of all. Anyone who -
wrote a personal letter to him received a personal

-reply within three days. Even in his later years,

Mr.*Briggs dictated almost daily for two and three

_ hours at a time. ”



“Captain” Briggs on boerd the Coronet in 1957

Mr. Briggs loved seafaring and it was in 1946 on
hoard the Alliancia, his first yacht, that he had one
of the most harrowing experiences of his life. The
yvachting party had started out from Carrabelle,
Florida, for St. Petersburg, when a bad storm sud-
" denly came up. Tremendous waves drowned out
the balteries, the motors went dead and the vessel
was pounded by heavy seas that went over the
pilot house for 48 hours. When the storm abated,
the yacht was 100 miles out of position, and al-
though the motors finally did start, the ship ran
out of gasoline. They drifted helplessly at sea for

seven days and seven nights unti} they were finally
sighted by a B-17 and eventually rescued by an
Army crash boat. At the time the story was re-
ported in great detail over the various wire serv-
ices and under four and five-column headlines in
many of America’s ieading newspapers.

When laler the Coronet, a substantially larger

. yvacht, was acquired, Mr. Briggs was able to en-

gage in the practice of enlertaining Welcome
Wagon personnel and sponsors to a much greater
extent than had been possible on the Alliancia. He
particularly enjoyed extending the hospitality of
the Coronet as permitted by ils size and more
ample facilities, and never went into port that he
didn’t-arrange to have a party of Welcome Wagon
personnel aboard from as many nearby cities as
possible. Mr. and Mrs. Briggs, whether entertain-
ing-at home or aboard the Coronet, were mos( gra-
clous and rthoughtful hosts. There was always fun

and good times, never anything that would nol be

suitable in any home.

In establishing policies and in all of his thinking
about Welcome Wagon, Mr. Briggs' concern was
for'the hostesses and other members of his organi-
zation, and how their jobs could be maintained
and improved.

On his trips about the country, one of his {avorite
games was to spot Welcome Wagon emblems on
sponsors’ stores, then go in and ask the merchanis
what they stood for. He often ended up by getting
a full-blown sales talk {rom a merchant on Wel-
come Wagon,

From the very first, he viewed Welcome Wagon as
a seif-perpetuating institution, not his personal
business enterprise.

Early last year Mr. Briggs donated the remaining
34-acre tract of hiz “old home” property to South-

- western College, a gift which will make it possible

for the college to erect a new building on the
campus which will bear the name “Thomas Win-
ston Briggs Student Center,” and will be a place
where students can gather, visit, and make friends,
much as Mr. Briggs enjoyed meeting new people
and making friends.

When Mr. Briggs died on March 2, 1964, a life
of almost unbelievable productivity came to an
end. Yet, all of us in Welcome Wagon are heirs

to his life of abundant spirit and goodwill through
service,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 23, 1964

.Dear Fr'ién‘&s‘: ‘

. The Premdent and I were sad to learn of the passing
of Mr. ‘Briggs. 'I‘he wonderiul work he Anitiated will contmue :
through the years to serve as a tribute to his concern and’

' compassionate understandmg for his. fellow man and a better way
of hfe. : e . -

. Everyone who ‘has’ been v131teci by a, “Welcome Wagon''

knows and j is grateful for all the heart and hand that goes into '

‘maklng a warm introduction to a hew community -- the pleasant

memories of & frlendiy welcome and the- glow-mg feeling of
belonglng

: | Mr. Bmggs Wlll remain in the hearts of many: whose
lives have been touched by l'ns meamngful sérviceé,

-1

Slncerely,

&p@sﬂ? 7@

Mrs. Lyndon B. Jofinson

Welcome Wagon Internatlonal Inc.
685 Fifth Avenue
New York 22, New York



TENNESSEE
EXECUTIVE GHAMBER
' RAS HVILLE o

FRiNK G. CLEMENT

. Goveanda “ April 28, 1964

Tribute to the late Thomas W. Briges, President
Welcome Wagon International

In hehél_f of the people of Tennessee, it is a privilege
to pay tributé‘ tc;; the late Thomas W. B_i"iggs, President of
-Welc(;me Wagﬁn Iflt'é;"nationéi, in wh'oéé words a.n;l deéds
the spiri; of .public serv&cé lived. A

‘The State‘:\of %ennes#ee ‘and the City of Membhis are
justifiably prou:d of this nétive son and are richer becaus;e.

of the vigor‘ and fullness of his contribution to worthwhile

endeavors.

FGC:e

“EXEMPLIFIED THE AMERICAN DREAM
OF INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENT”

J. E. Brown, Chairman and Presi-
" dent, Union Planfers National Bank,
Memphis, Tennessee;

“Of all men who have ideas,
Thomas W, Briggs was one of the
rare individuals. His energy and
: . drive transformed a concept of
friendship and tnderstanding into:an international real-
ity, Yet, his succéss was more than this. He oxemplified
‘the'American dream of individual achievement,
“The fine work of the organization he founded reflected
Mr, Briggs' persgnality, Welcome Wagon International
was an extension of his concern for his fellow man. Per-
sonal success never ovep-shadowed this. T

“Mr. Briggs deserves a- place among the pioneers of '

American enterprise — and certainly he had this even
before his death. All of us will miss him, for tho§e who
weré not fortiinate enough to know hin'a knew of him and
were proud of him as a fellow Memphian.” ‘

“ONE OF AMERICA'S GREATEST
SUCCESS STORIES”

Norfleet Turner, Chairman Of
Board, First National Bank of M
phis, Tennessee:

“Memphis—and indeed, the wh
nation—is poorer because of -
death of Thomas W, Briggs. 1
. loss will be felt alike by those w
were privileged to know him and those who only kn
of him, for Mr. Briggs was a most extraordinary a
dedicated man whose accomplishments have intimat
touched the lives and the hearts of millions of people
towns and cities throughout the Jand.

“Mr. Briggs has been described often as a dreamer, an
so he was; but unlike most dreamers, he devoted his en
tire lifetime to the fulfillment of his dreams. The uniquw
and world-famots business which he founded ~ Welcormn
Wagon International — statids as an enduring monumen
to his deep understanding of people and his faith in th
American way of life. His selection of Memphis, his hon
city, as Welcome Wagon headquarters reflects the stron;
bond of affection which, from the start, has existed be
tween him and those whose encouragement and suppor
helped make possible the realization of his dream,

“Mr. Briggs, with his gentle but vibrant personality, wil
be sorely missed; but the heritage he left in the form o
one of America’s greatest success stories will continue t«
inspire both those he Teft behind und others yet to come,'

“THOMAS WAS A SYMBOL OF AMERICA,
ITS FREEDOM AND ITS OPPORTUNITIES"

Merwin Lewis, Attorney, Olvany,
Eisner & Donnelly, Mew York City:

“1 learned with much sadness of
the passing of my friend, Thomas
W. Briggs. Over the years | only
saw him infrequently but it was
enough to prove that he was a man of principle who dealt
fairly with his associates, his employees and with the out-
side world, ‘

“Thomas was a symboi of America, its freedom and its
opportunities. Armed with nothing but a high degree of
integrity, a desire to work, and a creative mind, he rose
to great heights in the business world and built a fine
business and reputation that you can very well take pride
in. He will be missed by many.”




“REPRESENTED AMERICA IN THE FINEST
AND NOBLEST MANNER”

Rabbi Charles E. Shulman, River-
dale Temple, The Branx, New York:

*In the passing of Thomas W.
Briggs the world has lost an indi-
vidual who represented America
in the finest and noblest manner.
Not only did he make possible the gainful employment
through honest industry of thousands of women through-
out the country, but the very manner of their employment
is uniguely related to the American way of life — eco-
nomic independence and idealism.

“In some fifteen years association with his enterprise,
Welcome Wagon, I have understood why clergymen like
myself, who frequently spoke at the graduation exercises
of his institution, were glad to share in them. In addition
to the livelihood open to the Hostesses trained faithfully
by Mr. Briggs and his associates, there was the oppor-
tunity for service to individual human beings and to
communities at large presented to them. It is too seldom
that public service is linked to private undertaking these
days. This is why the institution he buiit so painstakingly
and well has rendered significant service.

“His memory will continue in the hearts of those whom
he has deeply touched to serve as-a blessing to his co-
workers and associates in days to come.”

“A MAN OF DYNAMIC PERSONALITY
AND SHREWD BUSINESS ACUMEN"

The Reverend Adrian Hebert, §.5.5,,
Pastor, Church of 5t Jean Baptiste,
MNew York City:

“The ingenuity and resourceful-
ness of the late Thomas W,
Briggs bring to mind a statement
by Ralph Waldo Emerseon to the
effect that any institution is but the prolongation of a
dynamic man’s ideas, This profound truth is perfectly
exemplified in the work of Welcome Wagon International
which continues to flourish because of the ideas and
ideals of its founder, Thomas W. Briggs, a man of dy-
namic personality and shrewd business acumen.

“I have witnessed the work of Welcome Wagon Inter-
nationa) in many parts of the country, and have been
amazed at the results of this combination of philosophical
ideals with the practical wisdom that made it worthwhiie.
Newcomers to any district in which the organization
functions are made welcome by the gratuitous offerings
of the various business and social organizations of the
locality. This in turn builds goodwill for the community,
and advances its economic growth.

“I am confident that the ever-widening growth of the
dynamic work begun by this man of vision and fortitude,
Thomas W. Briggs; will carry on to ever greater dimen-
sions internationally, building one more bridge in the
world structure of peace and prosperity, No man could
ask for a greater tribute to his memory.”

“HIS GREAT ORGANIZATIONAL GENIUS"

Frank R. Ahlgren, Editor, The Com-
mercial Appeal, Memphis, Tennessee:

“One of the first persons I met
when I arrived in Memphis in
1926 was Thomas W, Briggs.
‘ ] Qur friendship endured over the
years, and I treasure his memory. He was exceptionally
nice to a brash young reporter from Wisconsin'and he
was of gréat assistance'in my perjod of adjustment from
Northern customs and mores to Southern, Through his
intercession. I avoided many, unhappy incidents, I am
sure. He was always ready tolend a hand, and his sug-
gestions and tips (}newé, that is) proved reliable. '
“It was my good fortune in later years to introduce him
to Rotary and 1 know that his fellowship there was a
source of keen enjoymignt. .* . I '
“Others. in this volume will describe his great organiza-
tional ‘genius and his indefatigable -pursuit of business
matters; I will content myself with proclaiming he was
indeed a friend in all that term implies.”. :

“ONE OF MEMPHIS' MOST DISTINGUISHED
AND USEFUL CITIZENS?

Wallace Witmer, President,. Mem-
phis Chamber of Commerce, Mem-
phis, Tennessee,

In a letter addressed to Mrs. Ros-
anne Beringer:

*“The death of Thomas W. Briggs
on March 2, 1964 closed not only
a remarkable business career but

removed from our midst one of Memphis' most distin-
guished and useful citizens, Welcome Wagon is the
product of his genius and as the Welcome Wagon service
has grown, it has spread goodwill among millions of
people.

t‘I know the passing of Mr. Briggs leaves a great vacuum
in the Welcome Wagon organization and is a source of
sadness to many individuals, All who have worked with
Mr. Briggs can take justifiable pride in having been asso-
ciated with him during his lifetime and participating in
the growth of the great firm he founded.

“I am confident that under your leadérship Welcome
Wagon will continue to expand in size‘and usefulness
and maintain the high standard set by Thomas W. Briggs.”
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“ONE OF THE LEADING CITIZENS OF MEMPHIS”

Walter Chandler, Atterney, Chan-
. dler, Manire, Johnson and Chandler,
Memphis, Tennessee. Former Mavyor
. of Memphis and former Congress-
man, '

o In u,letre:_uddressed to Mrs, Brig‘gs.:

" deeply saddened over his passing

' . .8hare your joss and’ sympathize
with the family'in their sorrow. '

‘_‘As you know better thati we .do, Tom made a great
record, __He_'stands out 2s one of the leading citizens .of
Memphis who rhade a success ‘beyond the expectations.
when he'started out with the Welcoine Wagon. -

“There is little that anyone can say, but I feel that we

shall remember for a long time to come a true and warm
friend.” - : S

“IT IS A GREAT THING TO TAKE NOTHING
AND MAKE SOMETHING OUT OF IT”

Abe Plough, President, Plough, Inc.:

“Having known Thomas W.
Briggs for more than fifty years, -
his passing is a distinct loss to me.
Our friendship and affection for
each other never wavered.

“Someone once said that every business is the length and
shadow of a man, and if there was ever an individual who
typified this remark it was Tom Briggs In the develop-
ment of Welcome Wagon world-wide, he left his foot-
prints in many towns and al} states of the United States
and many foreign countries. It is a great thing to take

nothing and make something of it. I knew Tom Briges
when he would buy a page in the locat newspaper, mer-
chandise it to more than 25 advertisers, knew how to give
them value received, and in this way laid a foundation in
his own mind to give the other fellow a break, thus prov-
ing that faithful cooperation as he practiced it all his life
brought to him not only financial success but the self-
satisfaction that comes from helping his fellowman to
grow and prosper along with him. Many people owe their
success in life to their personal contact with Tom Brigps,
s0 in the final analysis he did more than anything else in
life when he helped so many people to help themselves.”

+“Thousands of Tom's friends are

dway, and I am sure that they .

\

: “A WELL ESTABLISHED
AND INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN
BUSINESS SUCCESS”

Charles C. Crabtree, Attorney,
- Crabtree, Morgan, McKnight & Mer-
rit, Memphis, Tennessee:

“Having known ‘Tommy’ (as he
was affectionately known to me)
for more than forty years and es-
teemed during that time his per-
sonal interest, painstaking guidance, boundiess energy and
loyal friendship, I have presumed to write you of my
deeply felt personal loss in his passing.

“When 1 first knew Mr. Briggs he was reaching the cul-
mination of a highly successful new approach to news-
paper advertising by interspersing news articles empha-
sizing new products or procedures, with paid advertising
of established firms, on a page entitled 'Weekly Business
Review.” With his typical aggressive, energetic and for-

ward looking business acumen, he began the founding of
Welcome Wagon at this apex of an already successiul
career. [ was fortunate in being the junior membgr of a
law firm which furnished legal assistance to this new
enterprise, and the friendships growing cut of this genial,
novel and welcoming venture have continued through the
years. Needless to say, through Mr. Briggs’ ti'reless efforts,
this activity, originally new and uncertain, 1s now a well
established and internationally known business success.

“This success, both of your.company and its founder, was
built upon the rocks of personal contact, pers:onal interest,
personal service, and personal communication, demgned
to bring people, communities, states and even nations,
closer tegether through mutual comprehension _of the
other’s problems and mutual esteem from working to-
gether. .

T shall always think of Tommy, as did Mark Tv'valr% of a
departed beloved friend, of whom he wr{?teledxtor:ally:
‘Me had outgrown the narrow citizenship of a state

and become a citizen of the world’.”

William B, Ingrom, lr., Mayor, City
of Memphis, Tennessee:

“It is with profound sorrow that
the City of Memphis learned of
the passing of Mr. Thomas W.
Briggs, Founder and President of

one of the finest organizations in the country.

“Through this fine Memphis gentleman flowed deeds of
kindness and mercy which wili forever be embedded in
the minds of many and imprinted upon the pages of his-
tory. A feeling of deep reward was the proud possession
of this great philanthropist as he went about doing good
through closer ties of friendship and understanding with
all those with whom he came in contact,

“As Mayor of the City of Memphis, 1 reverently salute
the memory of Mr. Thomas W, Briggs whose footprints
in the sands of time have left for us a pattern that would
make our lives more meaningful if we would pause long

enough to find purpose in our daily living, thereby placing
first things first.”



